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2015

Support and Program 
 687 sponsored fellows, of which 144 in the French-speaking part  

 of Switzerland and in Ticino: 350 women and 337 men

 19 one-day selection seminars 

 102 new admissions 

 6 summer academies 

 32 multi-day seminars and intellectual tools 

 25 additional educational events 

 Support and advice from mentoring professors at the place of study 

 Counseling and networking offered by the foundation’s head office 

 56 approved applications for financial support 

 Approved amount in total: Fr. 202 500 

 31 sponsored fellows were awarded a scholarship 

 Scholarships awarded amount to Fr. 636 286 in total

Voluntary Staff
 54 lecturers acting as mentors and 102 assessors 

  Many of the lecturers in our events and all the members of the  

 Foundation Board and Committees work on a volunteer basis. 

Financial Statement
 Expenditure Fr. 2 391 895 

 Donations Fr. 3 428 034 

 Fund and organization capital Fr. 4 716 241 

STRATEGIC GOALS OF THE FOUNDATION BOARD 

As a national institution, the Swiss Study Foundation is committed  

to promoting excellence widely at all the universities and technical  

colleges:

 The foundation aligns with a global perspective and positions  

itself as an internationally connected organization for the promotion  

of talents.

 In the years ahead the number of students sponsored will grow  

to 1000 (around 0,5% of all students in Switzerland). Therefore,  

the foundation aims for an annual budget of 3,2 million francs.

 The foundation optimizes the quality of its offerings and thus  

reinforces its commitment to excellence also in its own activities.

IN SHORT

The Swiss Study Foundation supports students  
at all universities and technical colleges who thanks 
to their personality, creativity and intellectual  
skills are expected to perform exceptionally well. 
The foundation‘s mission is to encourage young 
people who are willing and capable of assuming  
leading positions in all sectors of society.  
Since its establishment in 1991 the Swiss Study 
Foundation has already invested 32 million francs 
in the domestic talent program.
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PROMOTING THE BEST TALENTS  
FOR THE PAST 25 YEARS 

On November 4, 1991 the Swiss Study Foundation was 

created as a new program fostering talented young schol-

ars. This year we celebrate the 25th anniversary of that 

date. During this time the Swiss Study Foundation has 

grown and established itself as a national institution in 

the academic landscape. On November 4, 2016 we will 

celebrate the anniversary at the University of Berne – 

come and celebrate with us!

The program promoting the best talents following the 

motto «Curiosity – Motivation – Responsibility» is based 

on four pillars: interdisciplinary education, mentoring, 

networking and – to ensure equal opportunities – tar-

geted financial support for students from low-income 

 families. This is all undertaken in pursuit of the objective 

that the intellectual and creative potential of our country 

is fully leveraged. Switzerland as a center for innovation 

is in global competition to secure the best talents. As 

a country that cannot fall back on any noteworthy raw 

materials our wealth significantly depends on our ability 

to innovate. Yet, it would also not be advisable to just rely 

on the influx of talents relocating from other countries. 

Thus, the best possible promotion of our local talent pool 

is equally important.

The Swiss Study Foundation has always promoted  

an above-average number of so-called MINT-students 

(mathe matics, information technology, natural  sciences 

and technical sciences). Since 2015 it is now even 

better equipped to pursue this objective in a targeted 

manner and in addition to other inter-disciplinary priority 

areas – such as «Univers Suisse» or «Culture Matters» –  

it was able to establish a new program focus:  namely, 

the program «Mobility – Infrastructure – Innovation» 

sponsored by the Werner Siemens Foundation, which 

will enable the Swiss Study Foundation to address the 

MINT-topics in a more focused fashion. And, in accord-

ance with the holistic and inter-disciplinary approach of 

the foundation it is obvious that not only the students of 

these subjects will benefit from the new program. Now-

adays, it is equally important that talented students in 

the humanities complete their studies with a deeper un-

derstanding for the importance of the MINT topics and 

that they integrate these impulses in their professional 

place in society.

The number of talents is limited, and accordingly the 

promotion of the best is a selective process. Nonethe-

less, the Swiss Study Foundation intends to continu-

ously increase the number of students sponsored in the 

coming years. This will obviously be done without com-

promising on the selection criteria. Students that want to 

be admitted to the program have to show their academic 

excellence and their social commitment and continue 

to prove their engagement throughout the entire course 

of the funding.

The work of the Swiss Study Foundation is successful; 

consequently, we want to continue to expand it in the 

next years. However, in the long run this type of talent 

promotion can only be sustainable with a solid finan-

cial basis. Thus, it will be necessary to convince federal 

and cantonal administrations as well as private investors 

to support it financially. For this is the only way that 

the Swiss Study Foundation can run its attractive and 

cost-effective funding program.

Also in 2015, the Swiss Study Foundation dedicated its 

resources to reaching the objectives set in line with the 

purpose of the foundation and will account for its activi-

ties in the following. From the outset the Foundation has 

been in the lucky position of being able to rely on the 

extraordinary commitment of over two hundred experts 

who put their abilities and time at the service of our goals 

on a voluntary basis. They all – assessors, mentoring 

professors, lecturers, members of the foundation bodies 

and financial donors – have earned our sincerest grati-

tude. The returns for this remarkable civil society effort 

are many hundreds of sponsored young people who will 

shape the future of Switzerland in the next decades with 

their talent, drive and motivation. There are probably 

not many other voluntary activities that produce similar 

long-lasting and satisfying results.

The Swiss Study Foundation is continuously on the look-

out for ideational and financial support. If you would 

like to support the promotion of the best talents, do not 

hesitate to contact us! The foundation office is happy to 

advise you on what is the best option for making your 

very own personal contribution to this national collab-

orative exercise.

Prof. Dr. Antonio Loprieno Prof. Dr. Cla Reto Famos

President of the Foundation Director

Board
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PORTRAIT: Florian Berlinger 

Somehow the situation seems familiar, but at the same 

time very new. A young scholar presents the picture of 

a small, fish-shaped robot on his laptop screen that 

is supposed to solve some tasks under water together 

with hundreds of other robots; an example for artificial 

swarm intelligence, unchartered technological territory. 

Piece by piece he assembles the plastic parts of the 

prototype in front of the camera, holds wire coil and 

magnet into the camera and then wags the rubber fin 

back and forth while explaining the functioning of the 

engine. We have experienced this with scientific You-

Tube channels; things that never interested us in physics 

lessons, are all of a sudden super exciting. But this time 

there is no banner at the bottom of the picture showing 

the remaining time of the video. I am not on YouTube, 

but on Skype, so I get to enjoy the benefits of Science 

2.0 live on air. At the other end is Florian Berlinger, a 

24-year-old robotics student at ETH Zurich who trav-

elled to Harvard for his master thesis. In the last three 

months he has been a member of the «Self-organizing 

Systems Research Group» that made the headlines in 

2014 with their progresses in the area of coordinating 

robot swarms. The team managed to develop a swarm 

of more than 1000 coin-sized robots that as a group 

was able to complete simple tasks independently. The 

research magazine «Science» counted the development 

of the Kilbot, as the swarm was called, among the top 

ten breakthroughs in 2014.

In Harvard thanks to his personal initiative 
One of the driving forces behind Berlinger’s unsolicited  

application to Harvard was the fact that during his bach-

elor studies in mechanical engineering and the subse-

quent master studies he had very little time to travel 

and that he had never been abroad for a longer period of 

time, except for a half-year internship in India. «I went 

to my professor’s office, said that I wanted to write my 

master thesis in America and asked whether he would 

support the idea», he recalls and adds: «I could not get 

anything worse than a No.» He got a Yes instead, lives 

in a small little cottage in Cambridge now and thinks his 

life is «great, and already almost normal».

At the center of the half-year stay is of course the lab-

oratory work. Berlinger is supposed to develop a robot 

that can swim under water and communicate within the 

swarm; a typical example of an engineering design in-

spired by biology. These underwater robots could one day 

examine the health of coral reefs, search the oceans for 

crashed planes or increase security around oil platforms. 

Since this type of extensive and detailed work requires a 

large number of robots, Beglinger’s robot should not cost 

more than 100 dollars.

When researching existing literature the master student 

sometimes comes across the YouTube channels of  hobby 

tinkerers. «Even toys often give us good ideas», says 

 Berlinger and lifts a toy fish in front of the laptop cam-

era. He has already built 5 prototypes – from the little 

shark to the curling stone-shaped diver. «Fortunately, 

nowadays thanks to 3D-printers one does not have to 

be 100% sure about something before one can build a 

prototype», he says. He likes the creative aspect just as 

much as the specific possible applications of engineer-

ing. On the other side, he also sees the description of 

swarm robots that will carry out extra-terrestrial building 

works or step in to tackle bee mortality as good stories 

for procuring additional research funding. «Very freaky, 

right», he confirms in our video chat.

Critical optimist
Berlinger absolutely acknowledges the misgivings in 

connection with the possible negative consequences 

of a society permeated by robots. «If these underwater 

robots work well, the ideas could also be used for the 

development of unmanned submarines», Berlinger says. 

The involvement in military developments for him marks 

a clear boundery that he is not willing to cross. Gener-

ally, he is rather skeptical about change and progress 

and ponders the fact that robots also make certain jobs 

disappear. «However, I also see great opportunities, if 

society uses the technology intelligently and fairly», says 

the optimist. At present he does not think much about 

his own future after his forthcoming graduation. «I don’t 

have time for that», he states. «I first have to focus on 

my fish in Harvard».

Text: Melanie Keim, foundation scholar
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the annual grant from the Foundation, which will cover 

almost all of the tuition fees. In addition, the support of 

Philippe Meier, my professor, was very valuable. He gave 

me very good advice for the registration process and had 

also previously supported me during my studies, notably 

by encouraging me to study in Zurich for a year.» After 

this stay in the German speaking part of Switzerland, 

she added another semester in Florence. These two ex-

change opportunities have familiarized her with cultures 

that are now truly part of her identity and allowed her to 

improve her skills in the three national languages. Far 

from stopping there, she is now busy studying Mandarin.

A multi-culturalism and curiosity that she shares with 

the other members of the Foundation: at the beginning, 

Marta admits, she did not feel like she had a special 

talent, but rather the wish to explore a maximum of pos-

sible avenues, to diversify. By proposing events in dif-

ferent formats, the Foundation enables scholars to not 

just focus on their own studies, but to also engage else-

where in accordance with one’s interests and the time 

available. Marta even took the opportunity to organize a 

meeting with Professor Sami Sandhaus, a survivor of the 

Shoah, gained a wealth of insights from this experience 

and lived through many emotions.

However, the best moment of her journey with the 

Foundation was the participation in the National Model 

United Nations in New York. «It was an incredible ex-

perience. We met the Rumanian ambassador, an amaz-

ing woman. Since we were defending the rights of her 

country, we sometime had to make some compromises 

on our personal believes, for example on the question of 

arms sales or nuclear energy. The stakes are extremely 

complex.»

This ability to excel in negotiations was further sharp-

ened in her work for the GIMUN (Geneva International 

Model United Nations) as moderator of the debates as 

well as during the Universal Children’s Day. And many 

other opportunities are still waiting for her… Marta’s 

boundless energy will undoubtedly be an impressive as-

set on her way to a diplomatic engagement.

Text: Alice Bottarelli, foundation scholar

Interview originally in French

PORTRAIT: Marta Ferretti 

The curtain opens, the play begins… It is a scathing 

vaudeville piece called «Frou-Frou les Bains» performed 

by the Théâtre des Jeunes from Pully: among a thou-

sand characters one quirkier than the other, there is poor 

Ms Moulin, depressed, even suicidal that does not stop 

crying about the death of her dog – she is played by 

Marta Ferretti, a law student. She is far from resembling 

her character, since it is laughter and songs that makes 

her flourish. Other than that, in her past she practiced 

martial arts and in her future there is a brilliant career 

in international relations ahead. «I have always had an 

overflowing imagination and boundless energy; theater 

and Taekwondo helped me channel all that.»

Nowadays, Marta uses this energy for other objectives, 

by getting involved in humanitarian and political activ-

ities as well as activist work. As a volunteer for Terre 

des hommes, coordinator of a lecture tour on migration 

with the Amnesty International group at the University 

of Geneva, active member of the Geneva Student Asso-

ciation for Sustainable Development, she is looking to 

raise awareness for issues such as welcoming refugees, 

food waste or resource sharing. Moreover, she worked 

as an intern for a week at the UN Refugee Agency (UN-

HCR) during the yearly consultations with the NGOs and 

participated in the «Next Coaching Program», an event 

organized by the Swiss Study Foundation on various top-

ics related to the legal profession. «These two experienc-

es gave me the opportunity to meet professionals that 

showed me a clearer picture of the challenges of a lawyer 

or, on the other hand, the responsibilities of an NGO».

At present Marta is an assistant at the University of Ge-

neva where she just completed her master in law. Among 

other things she is working on a seminar called «Law 

Clinic on the rights of vulnerable persons» which will 

result in a brochure that informs specific vulnerable per-

sons on their rights (this year prisoners on remand). In 

September she will enter the London School of Econom-

ics, a prestigious university, where she will follow her 

passion for international relations. «I was lucky to obtain 
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During the IT «Persönliches Selbstmanagement» the 

 participants acquired tools to build up their life model and 

learned to use it in order to gain self-responsibility, to take 

decisions during their career and to develop their sense  

of responsibility. The participants had to take part actively,  

not only during the self-analyses, the group works and the 

coaching sessions but also during the evening with Hans Fluri, 

director of the «Akademie für Spiel und Kommunikation».

STUDENTS SUPPORTED 2015
 

 

STATISTICAL INFORMATION  
ON THE STUDENTS SPONSORED

(As per 31.12.2015, previous year’s figures in brackets)

 Number of students promoted: 687 (660),  
of which 181 (177) PhD students, 144 (135)  
at universities in the French-speaking part  
of Switzerland and Ticino and 83 (63) abroad.

 Admissions: 102 (91), of which 56 (39) women  
and 23 (20) at universities in the French-speaking 
part of Switzerland

 Degrees in the reporting year 107 (160), of which 
with doctorate 5 (13)

 Study Foundation students by gender: 350 (332) 
women and 337 (328) men.

 From the establishment of the foundation a total 
number of 1684 students have been sponsored.

 The average grade of the 422 reported exam  
results resulted in a value of 5,48 (previous year:  
385 grades reported, average 5,48)

 47% (48%) of the students sponsored study the 
sub jects mathematics, natural sciences, information 
technology, technical sciences and pharmacy/ 

medicine.
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DISTINCTIONS AND PRICES ( A SELECTION )

In 2015 four full annual grants were awarded. The grant 

holders are Marta Ferretti from Vaud, Sabine Neuhaus 

from Zurich, Florian Berlinger from St. Gallen and  Matteo 

Togninalli from Ticino. After her master studies at the 

University of Geneva, Marta Ferretti will pursue a second 

master in international relations at the London School 

of Economics. Sabine Neuhaus obtained her master 

in law from the University of Zurich and will follow a 

double degree program at the University of Hong Kong. 

Florian Berlinger is a mechanical engineering student at 

ETH Zurich and is writing his master thesis at Harvard 

in the US. And finally, Matteo Togninalli, who studies 

bio engineering at EPFL, is also in the US pursuing his 

master project at Stanford University.

In the following discover the students whose work was 

rewarded with prices and distinctions:

Andrea Agazzi, who is from Ticino, was recommended 

to the Swiss Study Foundation through his successful 

maturity exam project on the development of a natural 

matrix catalyst that won a national prize of the «Swiss 

Youth Science Foundation» and an international prize 

of the «European Contest for Young Scientists». After 

a bachelor in physics at the ETH Zurich, Andrea Agazzi 

left Switzerland in 2012 to obtain a master in theoret-

ical physics from Imperial College in London that he 

received in 2013 with «Distinction» and a publication 

on the Hall quantum effect in graphene. Thanks to a 

grant of the Swiss Study Foundation, Andrea Agazzi is 

now busy pursuing his doctorate in applied mathematics 

at the University of Geneva and Stanford University with 

the goal to contribute to one of the major challenges of 

this century: the understanding and mathematical axio-

matization of complex dynamic systems in biology.

Since 2010 Muriel Blum from Berne has been stud-

ying materials sciences at EPF Lausanne, in addition 

she complemented her studies with an exchange year 

at McGill University in Montreal as well as a Minor in 

management, technology and entrepreneurship. In the 

course of the Swiss Study Foundation sponsoring she 

has so far attended six summer academies, the NMUN 

in New York and several other smaller events and or-

ganized an inter-disciplinary reading group. Moreover, 

Muriel Blum participates in MINT promotion events for 

adolescents and has been passionately playing the flute 

for 14 years. She received a Bourse d’Excellence at the 

EPFL for her master studies.

Armed with a brilliant maturity diploma in classical stud-

ies, with a bilingual German mention, Adrien Clinard 

chose to study law at the Universities of Geneva and 

Zurich. His excellent results earned him the Price of the 

Geneva Law Society as well as the Schellenberg Wittmer 

price. Supported by a Binding grant, Adrien enthusias-

tically participates in the activities of the Swiss Study 

Foundation and in a humanistic manner appreciates the 

large range of workshops and the fortunate opportuni-

ty to form ties with other students from various career 

paths.

Selected thinking experiments about racing turtles  

and deceiving demons gave the opportunity to introduce  

the participants to philosophy. During two days, this  

seminar included keynote lectures, group works as well  

as group presentations and discussions and gave an  

insight into theoretical and practical philosophy.

Andrea Agazzi

Muriel Blum

Adrien Clinard
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After his maturity exam Jonas Ess from Basel wanted to 

pursue a technical and practical course of studies. Thus, 

he decided to study mechanical engineering at the Uni-

versity of Applied Sciences and Arts Northwestern Swit-

zerland. He concluded his bachelor as best student of 

the year 2013. He liked the mix of theory, collaboration 

with industry partners and project oriented thinking so 

much that he decided to pursue his master studies with 

an assistant post at the Institute for product and produc-

tion engineering at FHNW. There he is currently working 

on the development of lightweight structures for space 

travel. Asked about his future career plans, he says: «My 

studies have prepared me well for the challenges of the 

industry. I would like to work in an international com-

pany and gain experience. After that I can also imagine 

pursuing teaching and research activities.»

Cristian Riccio from the canton Vaud joined the Founda-

tion in 2011 after being recommended by his second-

ary school in Nyon. He followed biology studies at the 

University of Lausanne and at the same time worked in 

crystallography research at the EPFL. During his studies 

he dedicated himself to university teaching and politi-

cal activities in his hometown, Gland. In the summer of 

2014, the Swiss Study Foundation supported his pur-

suit of a research project at the Cambridge Institute for 

Medical Research in England. He returned there a year 

later supported by the Bakala Foundation to complete 

his master project in biomedical sciences. «Without the 

support of the Swiss Study Foundation I would not have 

been able to go and study in Cambridge and consequent-

ly, I would not have been accepted in the biomedical 

doctorate program that I am currently a member of, the 

Wellcome Trust Programme in Mathematical Genomics 

and Medicine».

After her bachelor diploma in economics in Fribourg, the 

fascination with questions regarding economic cycles 

and financial market data first led Jacqueline Thomet 

to complete an internship in the currency market re-

search department of Credit Suisse in Zurich followed 

by a second internship in asset management at the 

Swiss National Bank. Thereafter, she pursued a master 

at the University of Bern specializing in monetary macro-

economics; her final paper was awarded the Schmeller 

Price of the Economic Society of the Canton of Berne. 

At present she is working on her PhD in empirical macro 

economics at the University of Berne.

 

The rehabilitation of cognitive and somatic functions after brain 

and spinal cord injury will become increasingly important with 

the aging society. The participants of the summer school «Neuro-

rehabilitation: Bewegung–Gedächtnis–Tech nologie–Medizin» 

dealt with the interplay between individual fates, medicine and 

technology in the field of rehabilitation. They also had the oppor-

tunity to discuss with experts as well as with affected people.

Jonas Ess

Cristian Riccio

Jacqueline Thomet
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PORTRAIT: Sabine Neuhaus 

ARBITRATE, MEDIATE, IMMERSE 

One could almost believe Sabine Neuhaus was talking 

about Switzerland: «The infrastructure here works very 

well, they are punctual and on the weekend one goes 

hiking.» If only she did not continue with: «If you eat 

at a local restaurant, you have to first rinse your bowl 

in hot water.» A carefree laugh comes through the loud-

speakers. Sabine Neuhaus says through Skype: «That’s 

just part of it here.»

The law student has been in Hong Kong since August 

2015 and pursues an LL.M. in «Arbitration and Dispute 

Resolution» until June 2016. The stay abroad is part of 

a Double Degree Program of the University of Hong Kong 

and the University of Zurich. For her LL.M. Neuhaus re-

ceived one of the sought-after yearly grants of the Swiss 

Study Foundation.

It is easy to recognize that mediating is in her nature. 

While many Western visitors lead an expat life in Hong 

Kong, Neuhaus has established many contacts to the 

locals. Even though it is her first longer period abroad, 

she does not find it difficult to open up to new experienc-

es. When the twenty-five year old talks, it sounds like it 

is the most natural thing in the world to find one’s way 

in a foreign country. She moves easily between home 

and Hong Kong and everything she recounts sounds very 

much alive. Neuhaus always finds an apposite image: 

«In Hong Kong you walk slower than in Switzerland. On 

the other hand you have to get used to the fact that 

there are people everywhere – one almost steps on each 

other’s feet.»

The topic of arbitral jurisdiction, i.e. the resolution of 

disputes outside the state courts, has been fascinating 

her ever since she participated in the «Willem C. Vis 

International Commercial Arbitration Moot Court». The 

«Moot» is one of the largest international competitions 

for law students. During the plea speeches in Hong 

Kong in March 2015 Neuhaus was very successful 

and received an «Honourable Mention» for the «Best 

Individual Oral Advocate». The rhetoric classes of the 

Swiss Study Foundation certainly helped to ensure this 

success. In addition to the LL.M. she has been able to 

deepen her arbitration knowledge as research assistant 

for a professor at the University of Hong Kong. Before 

pursuing her law studies, she obtained a bachelor in 

piano studies at the Zurich University of the Arts (ZHdK). 

The music studies were already part of her secondary 

school period at the Arts and Sports School in Zurich. 

Even in Hong Kong the multi-talented student does not 

have to relinquish her music completely; she sings in 

the university choir. Here too, two worlds come together, 

in addition to «Carmina Burana», they also sing a con-

temporary Chinese piece. «Until 1997 Hong Kong was a 

British Colony, as a consequence Western traditions are 

more embedded here than in other parts of Asia», she 

explains with regard to the mixed program.

One would think her studies and the choir would already 

sufficiently fill her life, but Neuhaus has more to offer. In 

the evening she regularly dances Salsa. At the University 

of Hong Kong she visits a language course in Mandarin. 

She explains that even though they normally speak Can-

tonese in Hong Kong, one can also get far with Manda-

rin. One struggles to fight off the stereotypical question 

that automatically comes to mind: Does Neuhaus have a 

talent for Mandarin, because she is so musically skilled?

One thing is clear: Nobody has to worry about Sabine 

Neuhaus. «I knew that in Hong Kong nothing could re-

ally go wrong», she jokes. Her openness, sharp mind 

and clear thinking will surely help her find interesting 

opportunities also in the future. The next exciting task is 

waiting for her at home next summer: Neuhaus will start 

her law clerk internship in a big law firm in Zurich. And 

as everything she has done so far, she will surely master 

this year with excellence and joy. 

Text: Sandrine Gehriger, foundation scholar



Jascha Forster absolviert den Masterstudiengang «Manage-

ment, Technologie und Ökonomie» an der ETH Zürich.  

Er ist Gewinner des Jahresstipendiums 2012. Das Stipendium  

in Höhe von 20 000 Franken ermöglicht ihm die Finan- 

zierung seines Masterarbeitsprojekts, welches er seit  

September 2012 am Dana-Farber Cancer Institute der  

Harvard Medical School in Boston durchführt.
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Interview originally in Italian

PORTRAIT: Matteo Togninalli  

TOWARDS A NEW WORLD AND BACK

At the first light of a December day, while Berne is pre-

paring for an impending renewal of the federal council, 

Matteo Togninalli, class of 1992, leaves his apartment in 

Lausanne and goes to the EPFL. After following a course 

and carrying out an examination he takes a direct train to 

Basel. «I like travelling by train, I can easily work there», 

he explains while admiring the Christmas decorations 

outside the train station. Matteo travels often to visit his 

partner in Paris, the younger brothers in Geneva or, more 

rarely, the parents in Verscio. Despite the fact that his 

is the first portrait of a Swiss Study Foundation scholar 

in Italian, Matteo is very calm and has his feet firmly 

on the ground. Sitting down at a table of a bar near the 

Marktplatz, he lets a smile cross his face: «It’s pleasant 

to have this discussion in Italian», he admits. He grew 

up in a bilingual household, his father from Ticino and 

his mother from Geneva, and is very familiar with French 

and Italian, however he regrets not having put more ef-

fort into his German. «It is important to have a minimum 

notion of all the national languages, even if nowadays 

with English it is easy to communicate everywhere.»

Matteo remembers the opportunity to improve one’s 

own general knowledge and the multi-disciplinarity of 

the secondary studies in Locarno with pleasure and con-

trasts it to the highly specialized nature of the Polytech-

nic. «Even though I was following the specific option of 

physics and applied mathematics, I adored Italian and 

philosophy, while in English I read books that have great-

ly inspired me, such as ‹Brave New World› and ‹1984›». 

His passion for literature is still alive, as well as his in-

terest in music (guitar) and sports (athletics and ski) 

that he pursues in his free time and that help him learn 

how to work in teams and manage stressful situations. 

After obtaining his maturity diploma, Matteo immersed 

himself in a bachelor in materials sciences at EPFL and 

at the same time got involved in the Association for the 

promotion of entrepreneurship on campus. «I am very 

interested in the humanities, but am more successful in 

the more technical sciences», he admits. After two years 

at the Polytechnic, Matteo, looking for new incentives, 

continued his studies at John Hopkins University in the 

third year. He describes this year as the best year of 

his studies, particularly thanks to the friends he made 

from other disciplines. «What impressed me most in the 

American mentality is the philosophy of ‹work hard, play 

hard› together with the ability of having fun». In Bal-

timore, Matteo followed a course in bio materials that 

would lead him to continuing his studies with a master in 

bioengineering at EPFL, thus changing faculty and draw-

ing closer to medicine. With a father who is a doctor and 

two brothers that study in the same field, in fact, Matteo 

does not hide a keen interest for this field. «I have had 

a certain example since I was small and I struggle to 

imagine anything else for my future, even though I know 

that it is possible to have a significant impact on society 

even if one pursues other paths.» 

Upon his return in Switzerland for his master, Matteo 

fuels his own interests with an SHS course in art prac-

tice for filmmaking and participates in various activities 

offered by the Swiss Study Foundation, among which the 

National Model United Nations in 2014. Even though 

he only recently returned home, Matteo is preparing to 

travel overseas again. In 2016 he will in fact be pursuing 

his master project at the Baxter Laboratory for Stem Cell 

Biology at Stanford University supported by an annual 

grant of the Swiss Study Foundation. «The goal is to 

develop instruments that help to better understand the 

behavior of muscular stem cells with the objective of 

find therapeutic solutions for illnesses such as muscu-

lar dystrophy. I will have to develop biomaterials that 

will help to cultivate cells in a 3D environment similar 

to the real setting and implement a cell-tracking algo-

rithm to recognize and track cells on time-lapse images 

under the microscope.» Matteo aims to specialize but 

still maintain the global vision that he holds dear. In 

his future a doctor in bioengineering seems to be the 

likely option, but Matteo is not ruling out anything: «If 

interesting  alternative opportunities emerge, for exam-

ple in the start-up field, I am ready to throw myself into 

the challenge head on», he states with glittering eyes. 

After all, when the horizons are wide, it is very likely that 

opportunities will also be plentiful.

Text: Pietro Snider, foundation scholar
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FOUNDATION BOARD

(as per 31.12.2015)

* Foundation Board Committee

FOUNDATION BOARD

President and Vice President
 Loprieno Antonio, Prof. Dr., University of Basel*

 Hengartner Michael O., Prof. Dr., Rector of the Uni-

versity of Zurich *

Members
 Athanas Peter, Prof. Dr., Curator, Werner Siemens 

Foundation

 Gartenmann Thomas, Dr. aergon AG *

 Givel Reto, Dr. Head of Secondary School Depart-

ment, Canton Zurich

 Hirayama Martina, Director, School of Engineering, 

ZHAW

 Looser Ueli, Dipl. phys. ETH / lic. oec. HSG, Partner, 

BLR & Partners AG *

 Martinoli Piero, Prof. Dr. President of USI, Uni-

versity of Italian-speaking Switzerland

 Naef Reto, Dr. Head Research Operations Novartis, 

Contact Group for Research Matters

 Noser Ruedi, member of the National Council, 

 Noser Management AG

 Rahier Martine, Prof., Rector, University of 

 Neuchâtel

 Springman Sarah M., Prof. Dr., Rector, ETH Zurich

 Widmer Müller Franziska, Dr., Rector, Secondary 

School Rychenberg

Honorary Members
 Eberle Meinrad, Prof. em. Dr., ETH Zurich

 Kubli Eric, Prof. em. Dr.     Dr. h.c., University of Zurich

COMMITTEES

Committee for Selection and Individual Mentoring
 Gartenmann Thomas, Dr. aergon AG *

 Baumgartner Alfred, Dr. (phil.I), Secondary School 

Hohe Promenade

 Famos Cla, Prof. Dr., Swiss Study Foundation

 Schenk Jenzer Elisabeth, Secondary School 

Kirchen feld, GH Department

 Tardo-Styner Christina, lic. phil. nat., Secondary 

School Solothurn/MNG

Committee for Education
 Hengartner Michael O., Prof. Dr., University  

of  Zurich, President of the Committee

 Famos Cla, Prof. Dr., Swiss Study Foundation

 Huppenbauer Markus, Prof. Dr., University of 

 Zurich

 Pichonnaz Pascal, Prof. Dr., University of Fribourg

 Riecher-Rössler Anita, Prof. Dr., Psychiatric Uni-

versity Policlinic (UPK), Basel

 Rippl Gabriele, Prof. Dr., University of Berne

 Van Schaik Carel, Prof. Dr., University of Zurich
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Committee for Finances and Fundraising
 Looser Ueli, Dipl. phys. ETH / lic. oec. HSG,  

Partner, BLR & Partners AG, President of the 

Committee

 Eberle Meinrad, Prof. em. Dr., ETH Zurich

 Ehrat Felix, Dr., Novartis International AG

 Famos Cla, Prof. Dr., Swiss Study Foundation

 Juchli Andreas, pract. med., JDMT Medical  

Services AG

 Loprieno Antonio, Prof. Dr., University of Basel *

 Naef Reto, Dr., Contact Group for Research Matters

 Nevistic Vesna, Dr.

 Sprecher Thomas, Dr. iur. et phil., Niederer Kraft  

& Frey AG

 Rudolf Volkart, Prof. Dr.

Resignations and Death
As political representative Dr. Hans Widmer, former 

member of the National Council, was in the Founda-

tion Board Committee from 2007 to 2015. Ruedi Nos-

er, member of the States Council, replaced him. The 

Foundation thanks Dr. Hans Widmer warmly for his great 

commitment.

In the reporting year, Prof. Dr. Lino Guzzella with his 

election to the Executive Committee of the ETH handed 

over his seat in the Foundation Board Committee to his 

successor as rector, Prof. Dr. Sarah Springman. Prof. 

Dr. Lino Guzzella had previously already been active for 

years as mentoring professor for the promotion of excel-

lence. We are deeply grateful for his continued support.

Legal counsel Nicolas de Buman resigned from the Com-

mittee for Finances and Fundraising. He had been active 

in the Committee since 2007. The Foundation owes him 

a great debt of gratitude.

Prof. Dr. Ursula Hoyningen-Süess passed away on 6 

February 2015. Ursula Hoyningen-Süess had been a 

member of the Committee for Selection and Individual 

Mentoring of the Swiss Study Foundation since 2012. 

She had already been an assessor for the Swiss Study 

Foundation since 2008. The Swiss Study Foundation 

will keep Ursula Hoyningen-Süess in respectful memory.

 

HEAD OFFICE

(Status as per 31.12.2015)

 Famos, Cla, Prof. Dr., Director

 Schuler, Iris, Deputy Director

 Baierlé, Emmanuel, scientific assistant

 Cuperus, Silvie, Dr., scientific assistant

 Beyeler, Sarah, Dr., scientific assistant  

(from 1 January 2016)

 Bischoff, Maja, accounting, administration

 Ellington, Nathalie, administration

 Landolt, Samira, administration

After seven years with the Swiss Study Foundation Dr. 

Alain Schordert accepted a new position as secondary 

school teacher in the canton of Aargau. As scientific as-

sistant Alain Schordert established and provided the es-

sential ideas for the «Univers Suisse» program. On Sep-

tember 1 the new project manager for «Univers Suisse», 

Emmanuel Baierlé, started working for the Foundation, 

he too is perfectly trilingual (d/f/i).

Dr. Claudine Leysinger took over the management of 

the Graduate Campus of UZH after seven years at the 

Swiss Study Foundation. During these years, Claudine 

Leysinger significantly reorganized and created a solid 

foundation for the selection and mentoring department. 

She was replaced by Dr. Nina Schneeberger until her 

successor Iris Schuler, who was on maternity leave with 

her second child, could start working for the foundation 

on November 1 (100%). 

A further position as scientific assistant was filled per 

January 1, 2016: the neuroscientist Dr. Sarah Beyeler 

will strengthen the team in the MINT promotion area and 

will assist in the implementation of the Werner Siemens 

program.

In the administration office of the Swiss Study Foun-

dation Christine Moser accepted a new opportunity and 

was replaced by Samira Landolt, who joined the foun-

dation directly after her business school apprenticeship 

on August 10.

We thank them all for their valuable contributions to the 

Swiss Study Foundation and wish them the best of luck 

for the future.

AUDITORS

PricewaterhouseCoopers AG, Zurich

The creativity and «drive» of my mentoring professor and his laboratory really 

impressed and motivated me to express my fascination for natural sciences  

in my application for the MD-PhD Program. I also deeply appreciated the group 

meeting he organized and I look forward to our future stimulating exchange. 

Anja Forrer, Bachelor Human Medicine, University of Zurich
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PORTRAIT: Prof. Dr. Sebastian Hiller (*1976)

Professor at the Bio Center of the University of Basel 

UNDERSTANDING THINGS THAT NOONE 
UNDERSTOOD BEFORE

My tape recorder has been running for 37 minutes and 

26 seconds when it happens: Sebastian Hiller – so far 

sitting back, relaxed, coffee cup in hand, smile on his 

face – jumps up, rushes to his shelf, retrieves a silver 

tablet and lays it on the table in front of me. On it a 

collection of four, five models. Cellular components, fist-

sized proteins. Hiller takes one and pushes it in front 

of me: the result of his work cast in plastic. «Do you 

understand?» 

Sebastian Hiller teaches and pursues his research at the 

Bio Center of the University of Basel and holds an assis-

tant professorship. So far, so good. However the correct 

designation for his position «Professor for bio-molecular 

NMR-spectroscopy» cannot be found on his website. On 

the other hand his curriculum vitae is full of diverse 

discipline terms: Study of inter-disciplinary natural 

sciences at ETH Zurich, teaching certificate in physics, 

Doctorate at the chair of Nobel laureate in Chemistry 

Kurt Wüthrich, Postdoc at Harvard Medical School. The 

CV of the Study Foundation alumnus reads like a lexicon 

entry for «inter-disciplinary research».

Asked about the difficulties in defining his activity, 

he hesitates briefly and then laughs as if he had been 

caught. «I don’t think in compartments and don’t like to 

be put in one.» He sees himself as natural scientist. As 

a person who wants to understand something.

Hiller’s office is on the third floor of the Basel Bio Center. 

«Structural Biology» reads the sign next to the elevator. 

However, what keeps him most occupied is two levels 

lower and looks like a strange grain silo. Nuclear mag-

netic resonance spectroscopy is the name of the proce-

dure that takes place inside the machine and delivers 

the foundation for Hiller’s research. It allows the study 

of the structure and functioning of nucleotides on an 

atomic level. Currently, («certainly in the next five years, 

I hope not for the next twenty!») Hiller and his team are 

concentrating on the folding of membrane proteins. The 

goal is to break down to the last detail how a protein is 

built into the external membrane of a bacterium or a 

mitochondrion. «To this day nobody knows exactly how 

it works. But I know that it is possible to understand it.» 

And that is exactly where the fascination lies for Hiller. 

In the realization that life can be explained – even accu-

rately – on the nuclear level. That one day you reach the 

point at which you know: That is exactly how it is and it 

cannot be any other way. «To me that is incredibly fas-

cinating. I cannot imagine anything else I’d rather do», 

says Hiller. The application of his research is undoubt-

edly relevant, for example for the development of new 

medication against multi-resistant bacteria. But what 

interests Hiller more, is the matter per se, the answer 

to fundamental questions. Understanding things that no 

one before you has understood. If you want to know, who 

Sebastian Hiller is and what motivates him, you do not 

need to know his exact title. It is enough to listen to him.

Since, there it is the moment in which he jumps up and 

hands me the protein model. It has been two years, he 

says, since an excited PhD student had knocked on his 

door and asked him to come to the laboratory. «That’s 

when I knew: We made it. Something that no one had 

ever managed before. We had decoded the complete, 

exact structure of this protein. It was there in front of us 

on the screen: a picture that no one had ever seen before 

us.» And there I am, me who had to read the description 

of Hiller’s research project three times to even begin to 

understand it, sitting in his office with this colorful plas-

tic thing in my hands, and I literally have goose bumps. 

Do you understand?

Text: Melanie Pfändler, foundation scholar
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 INTERVIEW 

with  Prof. Dr. Bettina Beer (*1966)  
Professor of Ethnology at the University of Lucerne

«THE STUDENTS ARE GIVING ME  
A NEW PERSPECTIVE»

Bettina Beer, you carried out your very first ethno
logical studies in the Filipino community in Hamburg. 
To this day the Philippines have remained one of  
your main research topics. Do you remember what 
 initially aroused your curiosity?
I was mainly interested in the subject of inter-ethnical 

marriages, relationships between Filipino women and 

German men. It was a topic that was fiercely discussed 

in the media in those days. In those debates women were 

almost exclusively depicted as victims. They were denied 

any ability to act for themselves. I wanted to know more 

about their motivations and was able to show that the 

women took the decision to migrate very consciously and 

therefore followed their own goals. Further, what also 

attracted me was the ability to research the same topic 

in different locations – in Hamburg and the Philippines. 

The so-called «multi-sited ethnography» is very common 

nowadays, but then I thought it was a completely new 

and exciting idea.

Among other things, you contributed research on 
the understanding of family relations, on racism and 
 cultural diversity. It seems like your interest in human 
relationships is the connecting element. Would you 
agree?
Yes, but I would make it clearer: relationships between 

members of groups that see themselves as different. 

How do people deal with the unfamiliar, the different? 

This question pervades all my works.

On your research trips to the Philippines students 
often accompany you. What experiences have you had 
with them?
That is always a great experience. The students often see 

things very differently, which in turn allows me to get a 

new perspective. And it touches me to see how these 

trips change the participants. Everyone comes back old-

er and more grown up. The personal benefit they can 

draw from these travels is not at all measurable in ECTS 

points.

The education in field research is one of your core 
 areas. Which competences are you trying to provide the 
students with on these trips?
Surely the ability to engage with a different environment; 

the openness towards other concepts. And that they al-

low themselves to be evaluated according to different 

standards than the ones they are used to, and that they 

will have to prove themselves.

What exactly are you thinking of?
On one of our last research trip we had a funny experi-

ence. In the Philippines tattoos and piercings have a to-

tally different meaning than here. The people there very 

strongly associate them with criminality: only  people 

that were in prison really have a tattoo. Since I do not 

have any tattoos myself, I was not really aware that this 

could be an issue – until I was accompanied by the first 

tattooed students and had to tell them that they should 

rather cover up their tattoos.

As you already mentioned: Through your students you 
have the opportunity of discovering new perspectives.
Absolutely! Another example is the use of social net-

works. Many Filipinos are very tech-savvy, and thus it 

was very natural that the students immediately linked 

themselves up with their new acquaintances on Face-

book. The emergence of these network-like relationships 

was very interesting for me. Or more generally: when 

people of the same age talk to each other, of course other 

topics are discussed – for example concepts of family 

planning, dreams for the future… This is very valuable 

in my research.

As mentoring professor of the Swiss Study Foundation 
you are also interacting with students. What was your 
motivation for committing to this program?
Before I started working as a mentoring professor I had 

already managed two summer academies, one on cli-

mate change and the other on the transformation of 

family relationships. It was a very enriching experience 

to spend so much time, to debate issues, to present 

ones own research and collaborate on an inter-discipli-

nary level with these very interested students.

Interview: Melanie Pfändler, foundation scholar

Prof. Dr. Bettina Beer is Ordinaria for ethnology at the University 

of Luzern since 2008. She studied and graduated at the 

University of Hamburg. Her research focuses on the Philippines 

as well as on Papua-New Guinea. She is currently studying the 

local impact of two important international projects (a gold 

mine and a wood plantation) onto the population groups of 

the  Wampar on the long-term. Since the beginning of the year 

 Bettina Beer is a mentor for the Swiss Study Foundation.
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 INTERVIEW 

with Prof. Dr. Ben Moore

EXCHANGING AND TRANSPORTING 
KNOWLEDGE

Professor Moore, what is your motivation to be a men
tor for the Swiss Study Foundation? 
Knowledge is the most important commodity of an ad-

vanced civilisation, and I’m very keen on transporting 

and exchanging knowledge in various forms. When I first 

heard of the Swiss Study Foundation some three years 

ago, I found it a great idea and thought it was a shame 

that apparently none of the «mathematisch-naturwissen-

schaftliche» faculty of the University had yet become 

active there. I enjoy communicating to students with 

different backgrounds and learning about their fields, so 

I decided to help a little by volunteering as a «Betreuer-

dozent». I have invited the students to drinks and food 

at my home several times. We talked about many things 

such as the origin of life, aliens, music and the stock 

markets, and it’s great that students from such a broad 

selection of fields get together. For me the best part has 

always been to see that students are honest about the 

pursuit of their dreams – and then to see them succeed, 

step by step.

Speaking of transporting knowledge, you have pub
lished two popular science books, «Elefanten im All» 
(2012) and «Da draussen» (2014), and given count
less public talks and interviews. Have you always been 
interested in communicating science to a broader 
 audience? 
I arrived at the University of Zurich in 2002 with the 

grand mission of building up a world-class astro physics 

research group. Starting with some empty offices and a 

little bit of start-up money, we succeeded in this mis-

sion, having grown to a team of some 40 researchers, 

including several professors, sponsored by both the 

University and the SNF. It has been great watching this 

grow from nothing to a world-class research group. But 

it was also a lot of work, so I couldn’t really start writ-

ing popular science books for the first ten years or so. 

I had always harbored this wish, however. I myself had 

been partly inspired to become an astrophysicist through 

the popular science books, which my father and I read. 

 Later, I cherished that in England you may end up having 

a conversation in a pub about black holes and general 

relativity with someone who drives a taxi, or a policeman. 

Nowadays, I am paid by the local taxpayers in the canton 

of Zurich and want to give something back to them, so 

that they see what they are getting for their investment 

– that’s the least I can do. 

Yet how do you manage to break things down? 
That’s a challenge, of course. All research is rather spe-

cialised these days, which is a shame, because some 

of the wonderful problems, such as the origin of life, 

bring together several disciplines, including biology, 

geophysics, and astrophysics. Astronomy helped bring 

us out of the dark ages. It was Isaac Newton who tried 

to figure out the motions of the planets and gave us the 

first equations of predictive science. The invention of 

the telescope went hand in hand with that of the micro-

scope. Those were some of the greatest inventions, as 

they allowed us to look inside the microscopic scale of 

matter and the macroscopic scale of the universe. It’s 

inspiring to gaze at the night sky knowing that most of 

those stars have their own planets orbiting around them. 

What are they like? May they have life on their surfaces? 

These are questions that I have always been interested 

in and many people seem to be interested in these same 

questions. 

How was working at universities in the UK and the US 
different from working in Zurich? 
The university systems are not too different, but it’s a 

shame that the United States and England try to push as 

many people into universities and colleges as they can. I 

do prefer the Swiss system in this respect, as I find the 

balance of university students and people pursuing an 

apprenticeship to work well here. Of course that does not 

mean there are no shortages in Switzerland. There are 

areas that could be improved – for instance, more high 

quality programmers would be needed. Yet things are 

catching up there, too. 

Interview: Lukas Etter, Student of the Swiss Study 

 Foundation

Ben Moore is professor of Astrophysics at the Center for  

Theoretical Astrophysics and Cosmology at the University of 

Zurich. Born in Northumberland, England, he completed  

both his studies and a PhD in theoretical cosmology at Durham 

University, before holding several postdoctoral research  

positions in the US and eventually joining the University of 

Zurich in 2002. In Zurich, he and his collaborators are re-

searching topics such as the origin of stars and planets and  

the potential existence of life outside our solar system.
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SUMMER SCHOOL 

ENERGY SYSTEMS IN TRANSITION: 
PRESENT AND FUTURE TECHNOLOGIES 
AND POLICIES

«SO MUCH MORE THAN JUST A SUMMER 
SCHOOL!»

When I first applied for this summer school, I never 

would have thought that these three weeks would turn 

out to be one of the most wonderful and educational ex-

periences of my life. On one hand, it was truly  priceless 

to get acquainted for the very first time with the beautiful 

country and people of Switzerland, but it was even more 

unique to experience it, being part of a multicultural 

group. Even though all students arrived from different 

parts of Europe, were studying in completely different 

fields or had different social backgrounds and cultures, 

we managed to combine this diversity. We formed a 

strong multinational group of 30 people full of inspira-

tion and desire to achieve one common goal: to raise 

awareness for environmental issues on an international 

level. 

The day we arrived, our first group meeting was held at 

the big table in the hostel’s lobby. We were given some 

time to talk about ourselves, our field of study and ex-

pectations from this course. This specific table was to 

become the central place where we would gather the 

following days to work on our impact projects, enjoy our 

meals together and discuss at length about anything you 

could imagine. The fact that the lobby was equipped 

with many games, such as table tennis, table soccer and 

billiards was amazing and we spent many hours there, 

enjoying our time.

Later that first evening, we walked through the historical 

streets of Zurich for the very first time. It was a very 

nice opportunity to start socializing with people and to 

get to know each other a little better, whilst enjoying 

our  beautiful walk. The presentations from Mercator 

Stiftung and the keynote lecture held by Prof. Roth were 

really interesting and inspiring. There, we were given 

a very good first glimpse of what was going to follow 

during these three weeks. After a very long afternoon, 

we  headed to the restaurant Neumarkt, where the tasty 

food, the good wine and the excellent atmosphere com-

bined into a unique first experience of what it is like to 

have a nice time in Zurich!

Lectures
Three whole weeks full of very interesting lectures about 

all kinds of energy- and environmentally-related mat-

ters were to follow. The first one began with Dr. Rudolf 

Rechsteiner’s introductory lecture on the transition to re-

newable energy systems. He elaborated on how climate 

change and nuclear disasters have been challenging hu-

manity for the last two decades and how much this has 

increased the necessity towards a more decentralized 

and competitive energy production as well as storage 

system. During the following days, Prof. Andreas Züttel 

talked very passionately about hydrogen generation, 

stor age and distribution and gave us a very good insight 

into the theoretical basic concepts of its production, 

while Dr. Hans Wettstein enthusiastically talked about 

fossil power generation. We specifically got acquainted 

with the energy conversion in turbomachinery as a key 

technology for fossil and renewable energy generation. 

We also learned about new calculation methods for poly-

tropic efficiency, exergy losses and limitations of thermal 

power cycles in accordance with cases of spectacular 

plant failures.

Workshops
After that, the theoretical part of the lectures was over 

for the day, it was time to do some work ourselves! 

The idea of the workshops was just great, because it 

gave us the opportunity to implement the knowledge 

we had just gained and to share it with the rest of the 

group. We  formed different groups for every workshop 

over the three weeks, so we had the chance to interact 

with every body. Each time a group presented its ideas 

at the end of a workshop, we were always given some 

time for questions and comments. This approach en-

couraged very constructive discussions with the other 

students, out of which we learned how to improve our 

initial idea into a more realistic and sustainable one. 

Our first workshop was related with the energy storage 

and distribution in different countries and what policies 

can make our ideas possible. It was a very well-organized 

workshop and we had the opportunity not only to observe 

from a different point of view how the discussion pro-

cess takes place in energy policies issues, but also the 

contro versial inter ests of people and companies who are 

affected by them. The last ten minutes of the workshop, 

when Prof.  Michael Ambühl presented the results of our 

negotiations and made some final conclusions about the 

day, was the best epilogue for that day!
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Visits and  field trips
And here comes the best part of the summer course: 

the visits and field trips! We were given the chance 

to see in practice all the theory we were being taught 

 during the day and to meet people who are responsible 

for pro ducing and distributing energy in Switzerland. In 

 addition to people who work for the heavy industry, we 

also got in touch with very inspired researchers at EPFL 

working on micro-grids and at the Paul Scherrer Insti-

tute. I really enjoyed the tour of the Alstom rotor factory 

because it was the first time that we saw the manufac-

turing process of a wind turbine. As for the field trip to 

the Nagra test site and to the Grimsel hydropower plant, 

I absolutely have no words to describe how great it was! 

We spent the night in this wonderful accommodation at 

an altitude of 1773 meters with a breathtaking view of 

Lake Grimsel right outside our windows. I can say, with-

out a doubt, that this was the most amazing weekend of 

the whole summer school!

After the end of the summer school, we left the city of 

Zurich with the best experiences in mind. It is one thing 

to hear about environmental problems and the energy 

crisis from the media. But it is completely another to 

attend lectures in one of the best technical institutions 

in the world, that are given by experts who are admira-

ble, not only as teachers and researchers, but mostly 

as people who eagerly strive to make our planet a more 

sustainable place to live in.

Text: Eleonora Balaoura, Participant ECE 2015,  

Student at National Technical University of Athens, 

Greece

View of the Lake Gelmer Dam, Switzerland.



18

Werner Siemens Foundation
In its charitable activities the Werner Siemens Founda-

tion focuses on the areas of education and schooling 

mostly in the field of technology and science. The Foun-

dation expects from its funding projects the willingness 

to realize trailblazing results. The Werner Siemens Foun-

dation supports high quality projects or projects with a 

clearly recognizable strong potential. The Werner Sie-

mens Foundation donated CHF 10 million to the Swiss 

Study Foundation. The funds that will be distributed in 

ten years will allow the Swiss Study Foundation to spon-

sor a thousand highly gifted students – and thus signif-

icantly more than in the past. A large part of the funds 

will be awarded to students in the field of mathematics, 

information technology, natural sciences and technology 

(MINT). The two foundations thus want to emphasize the 

importance of the technological-scientific subjects for 

the future of Switzerland.

PROF. DR. PETER ATHANAS, CURATOR

Mercator Foundation Switzerland
We want to enable students and young researchers to 

confront social issues in an international and inter-disci-

plinary exchange. At the same time we want to strength-

en their commitment to society. We have shared these 

objectives with the Swiss Study Foundation for years: To-

gether we organize the Mercator College for Internation-

al Affairs. Our Foundation also promotes the European 

Campus of Excellence and the new initiative «Meeting 

Point Berne».

NADINE FELIX, MANAGING DIRECTOR

Sophie and Karl Binding Foundation
Since 2008 the Sophie and Karl Binding Foundation 

supports the «Univers Suisse» project – a program con-

sisting of summer academies and exchange scholar-

ships. «Since autumn 2015 the spoken language during 

the Rectors’ Conference of the Swiss Universities is only 

English. In the «Univers Suisse» our national languages 

still prevail.» 

DR. BENNO SCHUBIGER, DIRECTOR

.

Ernst Göhner Foundation
The Ernst Göhner Foundation is the present of the Zu-

rich entrepreneur Ernst Göhner to future generations. 

In 2009, it launched the Ernst Göhner scholarships for 

student financing in cooperation with the Swiss Study 

Foundation: Until 2015 a total of 42 scholarships were 

awarded to 20 students from all parts of Switzerland and 

all disciplines. The Ernst Göhner scholarships are excel-

lence scholarships awarded to outstanding students that 

may not receive any or only insufficient contributions 

from their family or the state. Since 2011 the Swiss 

Study Foundation may also award 6 yearly scholarships 

to artists in training. In 2014 the Ernst Göhner Founda-

tion granted another generous contribution to the Swiss 

Study Foundation that will be distributed in 18 addi-

tional annual scholarships to talented students training 

to become teachers at secondary level II until 2017. 

Moreover, it supports the creation of an annual weekend 

seminar «Teaching Skills for School» to attract addi-

tional talented fellows of the Study Foundation to the 

teaching profession.  

Suyana Foundation
The Suyana Foundation is committed to supporting the 

fields of education, agriculture and medicine in Switzer-

land. Students of the Swiss Study Foundation that do 

not dispose of enough funds for their studies, have the 

possibility to apply for one of the three Suyana scholar-

ships. In 2015, it was the fourth time that Suyana 

scholarships were awarded. It is important to the Suyana 

Foundation to meet all the applicants personally. This 

allows us to gain an insight in the everyday education 

routine and get to know the individual students. The 

Swiss Study Foundation offers individual mentoring and 

additional study courses to the students. Thus, together 

we can promote young adults in obtaining a good and 

future-oriented education.

YVONNE IMHOLZ, MANAGING DIRECTOR SWITZERLAND

Hermann Freudiger Foundation
In 1995, Marianne de Szoeczy-Freudiger established 

the dependent foundation Dr. Hermann Freudiger with a 

foundation capital of 300 000 francs to honor her father, 

Dr. Hermann Freudiger, and integrated it in the Swiss 

Study Foundation. A donation of her brother, Marcel 

Freudiger, increased the foundation capital by 200 000 

francs to 500 000 francs in 1998. 



Swiss Study Foundation
Merkurstrasse 45

CH-8032 Zurich

fon +41 44 233 33 00 

fax +41 44 233 33 10

info@studienstiftung.ch

www.studyfoundation.ch




